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i Iﬁventypercent of C;'r_'eat'ei
. Cyberbullying,
. admitted 3 ' cyberbullying ang
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: eater Van-
couver youth have hbeen hun by

‘ 38, -according -to. fe-
search. Seventeen per cent have

.Sudh".g;t_atisﬁcs .
anti-cyberbullying videos being

~ shown to-Grade 5 to 7 classes fn’ :
the coming monchs, 7,
illamey secondary schiool st~

denlé- devel_oped drama skits that :
were flimed for the :

- Cybetbuliying hit the headlines

mnaemnﬁeksfonowmg the sui
) universit
student after his roommate filmed

- one of his sexiial encounters and .

refeased it online. Closer to home,
a - student’ posted ‘photos of the -

‘8ang rape of 3 Pitt Meadows teen.

* ager ‘onling, while 3 Squamish
 Student claimed e was forced to_

fight -another “student in an inci-

dent captured on cellphone video.

The principal erased it for fear it

would be released on the Internet. -
- The - Vanconver Board
doesn't track

ver  School. - Boa
cyberbullyin, gstat:shcs

tent 'hatre*-_scen ‘it happen. -

are highlighted in F

“the “Facing itp to- ™
_ ‘}fberb'um!ing”'vidéos, which are
 Accompaniéd by lesion plans, |
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centrally: Individual schools may o Mainland. Administrators also
keep reconds of cases they're aware ackndwledge the problem,

of, while area offices document in- Elementary and high schools .
dents atising from serious breaches  have cyberbillying response
of schoal codes of condtict, guides for admirdstrators - and

Lisa Pedrini, the V§B’s manager

- for social Tesponsibility and diver-
'sity, said online bullying is a prob-

lem1 based on research conducted
by the University of B.C, and Si-
mon Fraser University in the Low-

......................................................................................................................

blem in_\.___s_,Chools:'agrosstower Mainlang

combat cyberbully

Grade 5 t0 7 shudents wil be shown v the videss “because they're wie
1ty encugh and mature enough to im:

counsellors that provide. advice
on how to interverie and include
samples of letters 'to parents,
-as well as information op what.
how o tn-

questions te ask and
vestigate incidents. "

‘that working with the
. from Grade 5 to Grade 745 a

an email account—we have the

‘The videos are the' lajest ef_foﬁ

| by the VSB to curh the problem, -

“What we

J know from other re-
search on

prevention pl_'d_grams_ is
group
re-

ally goed time to

they'll take advice from adults

and suggestions from adults,” Pe-

igaid, :

“Students often hit the send but-
 fon to post materiai online with-
Out considering the impact on the.
fargeted student because . elec- -
1ronic - communication enables
" that djsconnec_:t,_ she added, = -

* Chris. Atkinson, president of the
Varicouver Association of Second-
ary School Administrators, agrees
cyberbullying Isaproblem, -7

“I’s an element in the conflict

- situations we come across. It’s sp

accessible and 50. anonymoiis and
the key is reaily that pavents don't
have any idea,” said Atkinson,

principal at Kitsilatio secondary, -

“When we meet with a fam;

_ glve prevention
 messages Dbecause they’re wise
_-enough and- Mmature enough to
. understand the issties a little bit -
- more. deeply than younger kids
. yet they’re still. at a stage ‘whepe
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student I-.iopen it up and we show

the “parents—ang- they're: pretty

Surprised,” ‘

Incidents usually involve 3
power. imbalance such a3 many
stidents against one, older against
younger or bigger against smaler,

according to Atkinson. One per- -

son befriends everybody and can

‘make a comment to ope person
group... Conflicts .
s eacalate easily, - . _
“Students, however, often repot
Cyberbullying incidenis to admin- -
istrators or tell their parents wio-

1 behalf of the

call the schaol Police liaison gf-
ficers sometimes point out social
Inedia sites ‘where students have
taken a picture of themselves bul-

“lying someone. _
~ " Schools follow a conflict mes0- .
lution model- that. often involves
family ‘members o deal . with

problem . behavipur uiess jt’s
particularly egregious. Y
“Just because jt’s happened en-

line doesn’t mean it’s not part of
.the school,” _
‘school i3 a social setting,
~volve our police Liaison
- the conversation and we

Atkinsorr said. “The
. We in-

officer in

amily, - size the People who continue to.dp’

we show them a Facebook site’ o1

it will not be going to Kitsilano, »

nomnnor@mnmun‘ercom d
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